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NOTICE OF

2019/2020

Annual General MeetingAnnual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 111th Annual General Meeting of 
the Ballina Bowling & Recreation Club Limited will be held at the 
Clubhouse on Sunday 25th  October 2020 at 9.30 am

ORDER OF BUSINESS:

1.	 Members to sign attendance register

2.	 Receive apologies

3.	 Confirm minutes of the 110th Annual General Meeting

4.	 Adoption of Annual Reports, Profit and Loss Statement and 
Balance Sheet as at 30th June 2020

5.	 Declaration of the Poll

6.	 To make all other appointments appropriate to the operation 
of Ballina Bowling & Recreation Club Ltd Eg. Returning 
Officer

7.	 To set Honoraria for the 2020-21 Financial Year

8.	 To consider and, if thought fit, to pass the following ordinary 
resolution: that until the next Annual General Meeting and in 
pursuance of the Registered Clubs Act, the members approve 
the provision of the following rights and benefits to the 
Directors and such persons as from time to time the Directors 
shall authorise to approve; 

a)	 	the provision and marking out of six car parking spaces 
for the exclusive use of persons or    classes of persons so 
nominated

b)	 	the provision for Directors attendance at conferences 
and training in relation to their role/responsibilities as 
Directors

c)	 	the provision of meals during Board Meetings 
 
The above resolutions ensure compliance with Section  (I) 
(i) of the Registered Clubs Act

9.   Appointment of Auditor

10.  To deal with any business of which due notice is given:  

11.  General Business

12.  Closure of meeting.

106,485  
MEMBERS VISITED 
THEIR CLUB
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OF OFFICE BEARERS
2019/2020

Agenda & ElectionAgenda & Election

54, 475  
VISITORS SIGNED  

INTO THE CLUB
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OF OFFICE BEARERS
2020/2021

Agenda & ElectionAgenda & Election

NOMINATIONS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Members be aware that nominations for the Board of Directors 
close at 5 pm on Saturday 10th October 2020

.

VOTING TIMES (October 2020): 

Friday 16th 12 noon to 1.00 pm

Saturday 17th 12 noon to 1.00 pm

Sunday 18th 11 am to 12.30 pm

Monday 19th 12.30 pm to 1.30 pm

Tuesday 20th 9.00 am to 9.30 am

Wednesday 21st 12 noon to 1.00pm;
4.30pm to 6.00pm

Thursday 22nd 12 noon to 1.00 pm (Croquet Clubhouse)

Friday 23rd 12 noon to 1.00 pm

Saturday 24th 12.30pm to 1.00pm
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LIST OF

2019/2020

DirectorsDirectors

2260 LITRES OF 
KIDS ICE  

CREAM SOLD
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2020/2021

Dac Cameron
CHAIRMAN

Bernadette De Re
DIRECTOR

Erin Hutchinson
DIRECTOR

Anne Steele
VICE-CHAIRMAN

Des Robertson
DIRECTOR

Tom Smalley
DIRECTOR

Alf Boston
TREASURER

Colin Siviour
DIRECTOR

John Whitty
DIRECTOR

LIST OF

DirectorsDirectors
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GENERAL MANAGERS

2019/2020

ReportReport

$2,824,914 WAGES 
PUT BACK INTO THE 

COMMUNITY
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2019/2020

GENERAL MANAGERS

ReportReport

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW

Welcome to the Annual Report for the 2019-20 year. It is my 
pleasure in reporting. Thank you all for your support throughout 
the year and welcome to all our new members. 

This year just past would have to be one of the most challenging 
and rewarding years of my career. Our trading year was 
substantially up on previous years, our strategy was to invigorate 
our trading performance of the club through community 
engagement, member satisfaction and staff performance. 

January and February showed growth in all revenue streams. 
Our continued support for drought effected areas and the 
horrific bushfire season saw our community rally around to help 
where needed. We thought the worst was behind us and then 
COVID-19! The COVID-19 pandemic effected the entire world 
and changed the way we live, possibly forever. Our Industry 
was forced to close indefinitely on Monday 23rd March 2020 
(first closure since our club was formed 112 years ago). This day 
was one of those challenging days I spoke about earlier, but 
it was also the start of the most rewarding experience as well. 
Team Cherry (Staff and Directors) rallied around each other 
with support and love for each other like I have never witnessed 
before with work colleagues. I witnessed such professionalism 
from my Management team to decommission the club ready for 
hibernation. Not once did they falter although they had every 
reason to. During this time as a team we had the most distressing 
task of standing down our entire work force of 50 as we just 
did not have any date for coming out of hibernation. Little did 
we know at that time, our club would be closed for 10 long 
weeks. After meeting with the Management team once we had 
decommissioned the club, we realised not only was our team of 
Directors and Staff suffering, our entire community and members 
were too. We received unanimous support from the Board of 
Directors to support our community in any way we could. Our 
ready to heat meals, Online Raffles, Covid-19 Testing Clinic 
and Free Frontline workers meals was born.  This was our way 
of showing our community we are all in this together and as 
responsible corporate citizens we were going to do our part to 
ensure the safety of our community. 

The exceptional performance of the club in prior years had 
positioned our club well for the uncertain times ahead. 

OUR FINANCES 

Based on 42 week weeks of trade and 10 weeks of COVID- 19 
closure.   

Operating Revenue for the year of $8,247,751 represented a 
12.71 % decline on the financial year ended 30 June 2019. 

EBITDA (cash Profit) of 12.81% which was down 1.12% on Last 
Year.

Profit, after income tax expenses, for the year is $262,289.00 
compared to the 2019 profit of $593,149.00

Operating Cash Flow for the financial year is $1,056,777.00 
compared to the 2019 operating cash flow of $1,409,912.00

Bar Sales declined by $351,782.00 or 14.28%

Catering Sales declined by $151,898.00 or 7.16%

Gaming Net declined by $686,280.00 or 17.08%

Operating Costs decreased by $255,406 or 9.92%

Investment into staff Training & Education for Team Cherry of 
$50,506.00 

Membership for the year was 13,323 compared to 12,409 last 
year or 6.86% growth.

The club has continued to support the wider community with over 
$4.2 Million being put back into the community of Ballina Via:

Social capital such as free entertainment & members activities in 
excess $788,000.00

Members Food and Beverage Discounts $430,747.00

Club Grants of $76,246.00

In-kind & Cash donations more than $60,000.00

Local grass roots sporting sponsorship and in-kind support of over 
$100,000.00

Wages for 56 staff of $2,824,914.

Capital Management 

2019-20 year provided us with the cash flow to continue the 
additions to the club as required. Our capital purchasing program 
was monitored throughout the year. Our purpose is to ensure your 
facilities continue to be improved in a responsible mindful way 
without placing financial risk on the club itself. I am pleased to say 
we have invested $503,000.00 back into your clubs facilities 
throughout the year. We had budgeting for $750,000.00 in 
capital purchases through the year but this was scaled back due 
to the 10 week COVID-19 Closure.  Our debt reduction strategy 
was affected by our closure, but we worked hard in this area as 
well and managed to reduce our debt from renovations down 
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by $468,329.00 to $881,062.00. Our future masterplans will 
be revisited during the up and coming year, COVID-19 recovery 
plans will be first on that agenda. 

Our Volunteers

Our volunteers are what make our industry so special. In fear of 
forgetting a group of people I will not mention you all but rest 
assured your club, your community and our members appreciate 
the time you give week in week out to make a difference. Without 
the dedication, commitment, passion and extraordinary nature of 
our volunteers, our industry would be so much poorer.  So, from 
the entire Team, we say a huge THANK YOU.

Our Community

Our success over the past several years has been directed by the 
pivotal role we play in our community. We understand our role 
as a major Corporate Citizen and want to grow our community 
support program over the coming years to ensure we just do not 
supply our members with a member’s card when they join our 
club. We will be looking at our members needs and wants and 
how we can deliver those in the future. Our Core Values with this 
program will be to improve the lives of our members by being 
involved in our community and to help improve the community we 
live in.

I would also like to thank our Corporate Community for their 
support throughout the year and a special mention to the local 
companies that donated cash and in-kind support to us to be able 
to provide the FREE FRONT FRONTLINE WORKERS MEALS.  
Without the support of our community businesses we couldn’t 
have completed that mammoth task. Over 1700 meals were 
provided free of charge to the hospital staff, local doctors, school 
teachers etc. 

Our Sporting Clubs

Cherry Street Sports has become the home of many community 
sporting bodies. These include Ballina All Saints Netball Club, 
Ballina Bears Cricket Club, Ballina Dragons Dragon Boat Club, 
Ballina Seahorses Rugby Union Club, Ballina Junior Rugby 
League, Tintenbar East Ballina Football Club, Ballina Malibu 
Club, Ballina Bombers Juniors AFL Club, Ballina Sharks Baseball 
and Softball Club, Ballina Tennis Club, Ballina Men’s and 
Women’s Bowling Clubs, Cherry Street Croquet Club, Ballina 
Rabbit Trappers Bowlers, Sandflies Social Bowlers, Cherry Street 
Fishing Club, Ballina Touch Football, Ballina Junior Soccer Club, 
Epic Cheer, 12 x 12 Gymnastics, Ballina Basketball and Cabbage 
Tree Island RLFC. These sponsorship arrangements will impact on 

hundreds if not thousands of members of the Ballina Community.

I would like to congratulate all our sporting clubs for the amazing 
successes they have achieved in the past 12 months. To all the 
committees of our sporting groups, I salute you. As I have always 
said, our community club would not exist without these wonderful 
people giving up their valuable time to be on a committee of their 
chosen sport.

Our bowling and croquet groups have continued throughout the 
year in a professional manner. I would like to congratulate you 
all on another successful year and I appreciate all the hard work 
the committees have put in to ensure we could get back onto the 
greens in a safe manner. Our club was built on bowls and while 
we continue to see so many bowling clubs closing throughout the 
state with dwindling participation, our club is extremely fortunate 
to be growing numbers with just over 400 registered bowlers. 
Your support weekly is very much appreciated and was certainly 
missed not only during Covid-19 closure but the month after 
reopening without bowlers allowed on the green was a hard pill 
to swallow. 

Our People

This year has been no different with our staff growing in 
confidence through training and support. To the Chairman of 
the Board and all Directors, thank you for your guidance and 
direction throughout the year. This year has certainly thrown 
curved balls your way. COVID-19 not only affected your lives 
as directors but personal lives were impacted as well. Not 
once did any director waiver from the job at hand and our 
members can be assured the success of our club comes from the 
unwavering dedication of this Board of Directors to make the hard 
decisions for the betterment of your club. Our Directors receive 
an honorarium each month which is approved by the members 
each year, unanimously each director approved to suspend 
their honorariums through the shutdown. I say it every year, to 
be a successful club we must have a collaborative approach to 
our business and that has been our success. Your professional 
approach to your voluntary jobs as directors of a community club 
is an absolute asset to all. 

This past year has shown our club how fortunate we are to have 
the team we have. When I started with the company, I knew we 
had a great team. Over the years we have trained and recruited 
a team of absolute rock stars. To Kaye McLennan our clubs 
Finance Manager, I sincerely thank you for the professional, 
unbiased, and empathetic approach you show every day in 
completing your role as Assistant/ Finance Manager. The years 
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of knowledge within our club is an asset to us all. Team Cherry 
skillfully led by Brad Benson our Operations Manager whose 
work ethic, dedication and compassion rubs off on us all.  Thank 
you for huge effort over the past 12 months.  Fiona Siviour has 
also proven her expertise in Functions and Human Resources 
is a key to our success. Fiona ensures our staff have the best 
training and mentoring avenues available to them, to help our 
staff continue the journey of making our members experience an 
exceptional one. Our team go above and beyond every single 
day to ensure our members get the best possible hospitality and 
customer service. This amazing team stepped it up a notch during 
COVID-19 closure as well, with staff volunteering their time to 
help around the club with any job that needed doing. The entire 
management took large salary cuts to ensure the clubs survival 
and not once did a manager complete less than 45 hours a week 
work during the closure. A promise I gave to Team Cherry on the 
23rd of March was that I would do everything in my power to 
ensure every single staff member had a job to come back too. 
For that I thank my management team, Directors and staff who 
all contributed to make that happen. Your continued support and 
commitment to the job at hand ensures we stay as the venue of 
choice in our community.

Elfco Greenkeeping have been with the Cherry Street Family for 
just over 12 months. Duncan and Vanessa unfortunately did not 
come out of Covid-19 unscathed either with a huge reduction in 
their contract value. For that I sincerely thank you both for the help 
and support you gave to Cherry Street to survive this pandemic. 
Duncan your business card is the Greens and surrounds as you 
say, and what an impressive business card that is. Our grounds 
and bowling green surfaces have never looked better. You 
certainly inherited major turf diseases and scaring but true to your 
word, they are starting to look fabulous. Thank you Team Cherry 
ELFCO.

Our Major Sponsor

We welcome the team at McGrath Real Estate to our club as the 
club’s major sponsor. We are excited for the future ahead with 
your great company. The benefits you have offered our club and 
members through this sponsorship program will benefit us all. We 
understand COVID-19 has put the brakes on things but we cannot 
wait to continue to build the impeccable relationship we have 
started to build. Please members if you are considering selling, 
buying, investing or renting in the real estate market be sure to talk 
with the team at McGrath and don’t forget to tell them you are a 
member of the venue of choice in Ballina.

In Closing

Again, our key benchmark is our patronage from our members 
and the community.  Thank you all for your support and 
encouragement throughout the year. A phrase you will hear 
me talk about in the coming years is:  ‘Our business is a profit 
for purpose business and our purpose is to improve the lives of 
our members’.  Our club is built on social inclusion, built for our 
members to provide the best opportunities to enjoy life. Over the 
coming years we intend to improve on this. We do recognize 
this is not an overnight fix, but our long-term sustainable business 
strategy is to “Continue to improve our member’s lives”.

Thank you for your support and I look forward to seeing you 
around enjoying your club.

Tere Sheehan 

 
General Manager
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CLUBGRANTS

Donations and SponsorshipDonations and Sponsorship
THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATIONS HAVE BEEN 
RECIPIENTS OF CLUBGRANTS 
TOTALING $76246.00 from 1st July 
2019 to 30th June 2020:
Our Kids

Ballina Malibu club

Ballina Hospital Auxiliary

Cherry Street Fishing Club

Lions Club

Ballina Tennis Club

Careflight

Hear & Say

DAISI

Salvation Army

Koori kids

Ballina Ex Service Womens Association

DONATIONS WERE MADE TO 
VARIOUS RECIPIENTS TOTALLING 
$3998.87  FROM 1/7/2019 TO 
30/6/2020
THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITY 
GROUPS BENEFITED FROM FREE 
ROOM HIRE FROM 1/7/2019 TO 
30/6/2020:
Ballina Arts & Crafts

U3A Groups

Diabetic Support Group

NRRRLRA

Ballina Hang Gliders

Cabbage Tree Island Football Club

Probus Club of Ballina Waters

In Focus Toastmasters

Ballina & District Citizens & Rate Payers 
Association

Fellowship of the First Fleeters

Northern Rivers Animal Service

Ballina Triathlon Club

Region for Refugees

Tintenbar Red Cross

Ballina Ambulance Services

War Widows Guild

Cherry Street Fishing Club

Ballina Greens

Ballina Daylight Preceptory

Rotary Club of Ballina on Richmond

Ballina Basketball Association

Ballina Junior Rugby Club

Retired Ambulance Association

Ballina Dragon Boaters

Ballina Labour Party

St Vincent De Paul Society

Ballina District Orchid Society

Summerland Dressage Club

Ballina Paragliding Club

Ballina Outrigging Club

Home Instead Senior Care

Salvation Army Fellowship

ACE Adult Education

Ballina Malibu Club

Ballina Mental Health Carers Support 
Group

Ballina Local History Association

12 x 12 Gymnastics

Ballina Men’s Bowling Club

Ballina Women’s Bowling Club

Australian Labour party

Air Force Association Ballina

Exit Stage Left

Ballina Police

Ballina Bear Cricket Club

Zone 1 Bowls

North Coast Vets

Northern Zone Hunting Club

Country Managers Association

Ballina Bicycle Club

Northern Rivers Healing Touch

Family Planning NSW

Byron Bay Services Club

Northern NSW Local Health

Healing Autoimmune Naturally

Friends of Ballina Shire Library

Ballina Toy Library

Scarab Car Club

Lismore Rams Old Boys

Red Hat Ladies

Mandaly Committee 

Northern Rivers Dirty Wheels

Headliners Chorus

TOTAL SPONSORSHIP FOR THE 
FOLLOWING LOCAL SPORTING 
GROUPS FROM 1/7/2019 TO 
30/6/2020 WAS $76320.00
Ballina Dragon Boats

Ballina Bears Cricket Club

Tintenbar East Ballina Football club

Ballina Sharks Baseball Club

Ballina Seahorses Rugby Club

Ballina Touch Football

Ballina Seagulls Junior Rugby League Club

Ballina Bombers Junior AFL Club

All Saints Netball Club

Ballina Junior Soccer Club

Epic Cheer

Cabbage Tree Island Rugby League 
Football Club

12 x 12 Gymnastics

Ballina Basketball

Tintenbar East Ballina Cricket Club

Truckstop 8

Cherry Street Sports also hosted and 
sponsored the Ballina Country Music 
Festival for $25000.00
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After hearing the call from the wonderful Rebekka Battista from 
the amazing local OUR KIDS charity. Cherry Street Sports Club 
Board of Directors jumped to the party. So often charities like 
these rely on fundraiser events like golf days, market stalls etc. 
Rebekka and her team have been fundraising for months and 
months for other items required to help with our local community 
children. 

The Board of Directors decided unanimously to make a difference 
and donate $20,000.00 under the Club Grants scheme 
to ensure the team from OUR KIDS could make an instant 
difference. This expensive piece of equipment has been 
purchased in full by Cherry Street Sports Club. The Panda Warmer 
is now installed at Ballina Base Hospital Accident and Emergency 
ward. 

This vital piece of equipment will no doubt save the lives of 
extremely sick children across the Ballina region. 

Cherry Street Sports club plays an integral part in the Ballina 
Community and this significant Donation is just one of the many 
our club provides. 

Cherry Street Sports continues to be at the heart of its community.

OUR KIDS OUR FUTURE

CLUBGRANTS

Major DonationMajor Donation

$100,000 SPENT IN 
GRASS ROOTS SPORTS 

SPONSORSHIP AND 
IN-KIND DONATIONS

Ballina Bowling & Recreation Club Limited – Annual Report 2020       15

CHERRY STREET SPORTS - BALLINA



16       Ballina Bowling & Recreation Club Limited – Annual Report 2020

CHERRY STREET SPORTS - BALLINA



TREASURER’S

2019/2020

ReportReport
$430,747 IN MEMBERS 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE 

DISCOUNTS
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2019/2020

TREASURER’S

ReportReport

It’s a pleasure to submit the clubs result for the last financial year 
ending 30th June 2020. This report will not cover financials 
in their entirety, and I urge you to read the full financial report 
audited by Crowe Horwath for a more in depth break up.

March 2020 saw the closure of our club with the impacts of 
COVID -19 gripping the world and forcing businesses all over 
the country into unchartered territory. The uncertainty of what was 
going to happen and when the lockdown would be lifted was 
suffocating but our focus was to ensure we could re-open and the 
team did a fantastic job pivoting the businesses while protecting 
our cash reserves. The Governments support with the Job Keeper 
program was a real lifeline, otherwise the COVID-19 impacts 
would have been devastating and really highlights the importance 
of having strong cash reserves as part of your financial strategy. 
There were many tough meetings and conversations. This was new 
territory for everyone, no one had ever encountered the situation 
we were in or how we would ensure the survival of our Club. I 
am pleased to say we are now out the other end of this storm and 
trading well in what is the ‘new normal’ with social distancing and 
restrictions on patronage numbers etc. Once again, this year’s 
report will include graphs to give you a snapshot of where this 
year’s result sits with previous years.

Cherry Street Sports Performance Measurement

EBITDA of 12.83% was achieved which is below the 15% industry 
benchmark (2019: 13.94%).

Profit, after income tax expense, for the financial year was 
$262,289.  This is an incredible result considering the impacts of 
COVID-19. This was compared to a profit of $593,149 in 2019.

Operating Cash Flow for the financial year was $1,058,777 
compared to the 2019 operating cash flow of $1,409,912. Once 
again, another really pleasing result.

Total Revenue: Total revenue for 2020 was $8,247,751. This 
was heavily impacted with the closure of the club from March 24th 
until June 1st. Up until the closure we were on track on hitting the 
2019/20 budget of $9,675,985.  

Below is a snapshot on the revenue performance during this year:

Bar – down $106,965 on 2019

Catering – down $151,898 on 2019
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Gaming revenue – This area of our business was down 
$686,280 on 2019

Net Profit:
2020 has seen Cherry Street Sports post a profit of $262,289. 
This is an exceptional result in what were unprecedented times. 
To achieve any sort of profit when the business was closed for a 
period of 2 months certainly shows the quality of our management 
team and staff and their ability to quickly adjust to whatever 
obstacles are put in front of them. Before the closure we were on 
track to deliver what would have been another record-breaking 
year.

Assets And Liabilities:
In 2020 our current assets are $1,108,422 and Current Liabilities 
were $1,625,705. As predicted in last year’s report the gap 
between assets and liabilities has closed considerably. Our focus 
this year is to pay down the variable portion of our loan which will 
have a positive impact on the below graph.

Cash Flows:

Cash flows from operating activities for 2020 were $1,058,777 
compared to $1,409,912 in 2019. Our EBITDA was heavily 
impacted due to the loss of revenue over the closure period. 

Budget Forecasts For 2021:

The management team have set another bold budget to deliver in 
2021, with a net profit prediction of $939,912 and a cash profit of 
$1,777,144

Tere and the team have delivered superb results in the first quarter 
of 2020\21, although food and beverage departments are 
struggling to recover to the levels of last year. As Job Keeper 
comes to an end it will be a massive job juggling wage and cost 

Ballina Bowling & Recreation Club Limited – Annual Report 2020       19

CHERRY STREET SPORTS - BALLINA



lines against our lower revenue lines. With COVID-19 likely to 
impact us for some time yet, this year’s budget could be a moving 
one with plans to review each quarter to match the climate. 

Cherry Street Sports is blessed to have amazing staff and an 
incredible management team.

DEBT MANAGEMENT:

The Board and Management put in place a debt management 
strategy fixing a portion of our renovation loan and leaving the 
other portion variable to allow for this to be paid down as quickly 
as possible. We are making great progress with the variable 
portion of our loan now at -$172,484,57 and fixed portion at 
-$709,472.59.

The two-trading accounts are looking healthy with a total of 
$1,410,000 in cash reserves at the time of writing this report.

As you can see from our cash reserves, Tere’s focus on this first 
quarter was to build cash reserves in case they are needed with 
any other forced shutdowns or restricted trading conditions.

To General Manager Tere Sheehan, what a stressful year and 
one we hope never to experience again. It certainly was a 
massive challenge, but we made it through the other side through 
some tough and robust conversations. Your passion and resolve 
never wavered and we really appreciate your commitment. To 
the professional management team of Kaye, Brad, Fiona, Keith 
and Daryl and all our wonderful staff thanks for delivering  an 
impressive result for Cherry Street Sports. 

To our Board of Directors, what a year, we have been through 
so much. Thank you for all your support and expertise and your 
trust. I would like to make special mention of our finance team Erin 
Hutchinson and Tom Smalley and the countless hours you spent 
working with me on what effectively was a survival plan. Thank 
you. To have Erin’s auditing experience was invaluable and Tom 
your finance experience and cool head was a true asset. To our 
chairman Dac Cameron your leadership through this year was 
amazing.  You are such a well-respected leader.

Alf Boston

 
Treasurer
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CHAIRMAN’S

2019/2020

ReportReport

4,730 CHICKEN 
SCHNITZEL’S SOLD
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2019/2020

CHAIRMAN’S

ReportReport

It is with pleasure that I submit my (and the Board’s) Annual 
Report.

The Audited Financial Statements confirm a solid financial position 
for the Club and confirm the viability of the Club into the future. 
Once again, the optimistic budget set for 2019-20 year was on 
track to be achieved when COVID-19 struck resulting in closure 
from 24th March 2020 until 1st June 2020 impacting the Club’s 
cash reserves. June’s trading and financial results were pleasing to 
round off the financial year.

The management team, led by General Manager Tere Sheehan, 
Assistant Manager Kaye McLennan, Operations Manager Brad 
Benson, Human Resources Manager Fiona Siviour were on track 
to provide exceptional results for all aspects of the Club until 
the forced closure. During the closure, the management team 
had endured uncertainty about their immediate and long-term 
futures, including salary cuts and new directions. Top priority 
was to have the Club ready to reopen. An earlier storm had 
caused considerable leakage inside the club with repairs urgently 
needed. The situation was turned into one of opportunity to have 
the roof renewed and painting of the northern façade of the 
Club completed while the Club was empty. Members now have 
a completely renovated club. No sooner had the kitchen been 
closed for cleaning, it was fired up to produce home delivered 
meals and some 1700 free meals for frontline workers. Members 
should realise the incredible amount of time spent by Tere and his 
management team in negotiations with Government Departments; 
Westpac Banking; discontinuing services such as cleaning 
services, suppliers to our kitchen, bars, Keno, Tab, etc. We are 
privileged to have a management team of this caliber. Tere is 
continually in contact with colleagues from his incredible network 
of club managers who provide up-to-date information and advice 
in this rapidly changing world …. ‘normal’ will be different! Make 
sure that you read the Community Recognition Statement from 
Parliament of NSW included in this Annual Report.

The community has always been foremost in our minds. After all, 
this Club belongs to the 13,000 members and provides important 
services and support to the wider community. Numerous grants 
and support have been provided throughout the year to most 
of Ballina’s Sporting and other charitable Organisations. As 
COVID-19 took hold the construction of a Respiratory Testing 
Clinic on the back deck was implemented. This has been 
welcomed by the community.

We have invested heavily in the training of our staff which provide 
a service that is appreciated by our members and guests. It 
was a sad day when the staff were stood down. Management 

maintained continual contact with staff members, firstly to help 
with their welfare and secondly so that we could have them back 
at Cherry Street Sports when we reopened …. not if! Thanks to 
JobKeeper most were working during the closure in different roles. 
Under the leadership of chefs Darryl Bennett, Keith Wilson, and 
the kitchen/café staff, we enjoy an efficient catering operation. It 
is a pleasure to enjoy a coffee or dine at Sporties; always being 
served affordable quality product by exceptionally friendly, 
caring, and helpful catering staff.

I would like to thank the Board for their dedication during the 
COVID-19 closure. No director jumped ship, but some did not 
enjoy Board meetings held on ‘Zoom’! Central to our role as 
directors is to ensure that Cherry Street Sports is viable into the 
future. Special mention should be made of the Board Finance 
Committee, Alf Boston, Tom Smalley, and Erin Hutchinson who 
crunched numbers to ensure survival with the least amount of 
financial damage. A club closed entirely will still have fixed costs 
which will quickly erode cash reserves.

Contract greenkeeping was implemented early in the current 
financial year. This had often been discussed over recent years but 
was deferred because of adverse information about the quality 
of the services provided. Expressions of interest were sought from 
interested contractors to supply greenkeeping services at the Club. 
The tender provided by Duncan Elphick, t/a Elfco Greenkeeping, 
was accepted. Twelve months down the track; Management, 
Board and membership are unanimous that the correct decision 
was made. Thank you, Duncan, for providing Cherry Street Sports 
with immaculate playing surfaces for members and visitors to 
our bowling greens and croquet courts together with provision 
of attractive surroundings, including Hampton Park. Ballina Shire 
Council and Cherry Street Sports Club both have the Ballina 
community at heart, and we are proud to contribute towards the 
maintenance of this hub of activities. Hampton Park would be the 
most utilised community facility in the shire.

Welcome to our newest sub club, Cherry Street Sports Sandflies, 
continuing their long tradition at their new home at Cherry Street 
Sports. They join our existing sub clubs, Ballina Women’s Bowling 
Club, Ballina Men’s Bowling Club, and the Ballina Cherry Street 
Croquet Club. These sub clubs effectively manage the activities 
of their respective sports. The influx of bowlers from the closure of 
the RSL Bowling Club has boosted the bowling numbers. A rethink 
has been needed to assimilate these bowlers into the Cherry 
Street Sports Club and provide increased capacity. Ballina Cherry 
Street Croquet Club continues to provide a friendly environment in 
which to enjoy their sport. We appreciate the contributions of the 
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members who make up the committees of these clubs. Joy Sully, 
Mike Hynes, John Harley, and Joan Doust have been elected as 
presidents of BWBC, BMBC, CSSS, and BCSCC, respectively. 
Jim and Jean Pike’s Sunday morning Rabbit Trappers continue to 
provide an excellent opportunity to enjoy great friendship and 
well organised Sunday morning activities on the greens. Kris 
Lehfeldt continues to oversee bowling at the Club and organise 
tournaments at all levels, from his Legendary Friday Open Pairs 
to the Summerland Pairs and Singles tournament.  COVID-19 
provided another challenge for Kris to restart bowls under Bowls 
NSW and Health Department regulations, especially social 
distancing. David Scott was instrumental in getting the croquet 
players back on the courts. Thank you, David.

Joan Ashford and Patsy Birmingham volunteer numerous hours to 
ensure the smooth running of Bingo. Wednesday evening Trivia 
enjoys a strong following. The Mahjong Group continue to grow 
as they enjoy the friendship and challenges of their game. Enjoy 
the facilities of the club.

Thanks to all the community people who choose to be members of 
Cherry Street Sports … the friendliest and fast becoming the club 
of choice in the Ballina Shire and surrounds. We do appreciate 
the loyalty of members and to this end enjoy the benefits of the 
Stars Rewards program … you own this club so make the most of 
it. We strive to satisfy what motivated you to join our great club 
and through forward planning we hope to provide you with new 
activities, modern functional amenities and a staff that is second to 
none, to make your membership even more rewarding. 

 Once again, the Board thanks the spouses of directors, 
management and staff for their support, patience and 
understanding as we attend to our duties. Thank you, Ann, for 
your valued support and for presiding during travel excursions 
by Judy and myself.  Also, for the eleventh time, I hope there has 
been enough Judy-time! 

Dac Cameron

 
Chairman
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FINANCIAL

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020

StatementsStatements

9120 LAMB CUTLETS 
COOKED BY OUR 

CHEFS
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12% OF OUR 
MEALS SOLD 
HAVE BEEN 
KIDS MEALS



2017 KG OF STEAKS 
COOKED ON OUR 
STATE-OF-THE-ART 
SYNERGY GRILL



34,220 COFFEES 
SERVED BY OUR 

BARISTAS



1074KG OF 
FISH SOLD 

THROUGH THE 
KITCHEN



$788,000.00 SPENT 
ON MEMBERS 

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
ACTIVITIES



WE ARE PROUD  
TO SUPPORTWE ARE PROUD  

TO SUPPORT

WE ARE PROUD  
TO SUPPORT

WE ARE PROUD TO

SupportSupport
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Ballina Bowling & Recreation Club Ltd
68 Cherry Street, Ballina NSW 2478

P: (02) 6686 2811
E: info@cherrystreet.com.au

www.cherrystreet.com.au


